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Abstract The collective international efforts since the early 1990s have managed to alleviate and eliminate extreme
poverty in many regions of the world. However, with the fast development of poverty elimination, the world development is
bringing new types of poverty that not clearly visualised and shaped yet. This paper target to study the type of projects and
then practices that could mitigate the relative poverty in the future. List of the current sources of poverty and poverty-related
problems tackled by the inspiration economy project were reviewed. 27 type of projects were identified and plotted on a
matrix to see their role in managing the complication, rather than the complexity of the poverty elimination project. The
matrix shows the poverty elimination projects that need to be continued to address the new coming types of poverty.
Recommendation for what actions can be taken, from now, to change the mindset of those categories who have the potential
to be poor or continue to be poor in the future, are taken based on the discussions of specific criteria of identifying future
poverty. Future field driven poverty-focused action research is advised, in order measure the changing social norms of
poverty-related problems in the future.
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1. Introduction extreme poverty will disappear by 2030; one could observe a
significant hesitation about what type of poverty would be
1.1. Introduction to Socio-Economic Problems Today really eliminated and what type of poverty would prevail and

develop as a new organism [3].

With the increase of income gap, where the capital
economy would stay under the control of a narrow group,
poor community would stay deprived compared to the
rapidly increasing welfare standards. This means that many
individuals are expected to strive in the future in order to
keep away from the poverty line [4].

Today, the world is rapidly approaching seven billion
people, while we are living and competing for more than
ever in an interconnected global economy. However, this
interconnected world still faces many kinds of complex
issues relevant to safety, security and the challenge for
sustainability which create pressure on the different
socio-economic issues and specifically poverty. The issue of
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negatively influence the economy, the healthcare, the energy,
the environment and the education development [1, 2].
Despite the expectation of great decrease of extreme
poverty by 2030, as the overall global welfare level is
increasing; the deep gap between the richest 20% and the
poorest 20% is expected to create other types of

. . ! Figure (1). Foresight for Future Poverty Problems Projects & Solutions
socio-economic problems. As the World Bank predicts that

In relevance to this understanding, the foresight of
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socio-economically understand and focus on current poverty
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1.2. Current Poverty Elimination Success Stories

There are now many success stories that the world could
show in relevant to poverty alleviation and elimination and
specifically in the last two decades. However, there are lots
of doubts about whether the same methodologies followed
for such poverty elimination would be suitable for future
types of poverty. For example, take the case of poverty
elimination efforts done in China. The well-planned national
policies led to the annual economic growth of 7-10%. The
same was replicated to a certain extent with the many south
Asian countries as India and Indonesia. The massive success
of the South Koreans in eliminating their poverty came from
their hard work and their fair distribution system. There are
also countries who created success stories of poverty
alleviation through the empowerment of small scale farmers
as India, Latin America and Brazil. The other type of
well-known success story comes from programs that address
the poverty causes, as the Bangladesh program for reducing
women inequality with the women-focused microcredit
financing without collaterals.

These success stories were suitable for the eradicating
extreme poverty of the past, where poverty community were
always together and could be easily identified. However, the
future type of poverty would be far away from such group
absolute poverty; it would be somewhat more like individual
relative poverty. If this proves to be accurate, this scenario is
expected to push poverty from being a complex issue to
being more of a complicated problem that needs to be
codified, classified and then stratified with solutions for
more specific cases and based on detailed demographic data
or matrix.

1.3. How to Think of Future Poverty Solutions?

There are many reasons for poverty today that arise from
the individuals and the communities’ negligence such as
illiteracy, inexperience, and laziness. Moreover, there are
many reasons for poverty beyond the individual and
communities such as the management of the capital by a
small group of people. If both types of problems would stay
in the future, we should expect similar types of poverty
solutions. However, we expect the future socio-economic
problems would come from different practices [4].

If we are to think of future poverty solutions, we have to
go into the roots of such problem and think of pulling its
causality in totally new ways. The concept of push and pull
thinking in problem-solving is highly advised here. A
push-thinking might be based on complexity theory, thus
offering new tools for thinking about the future, while a
pull-thinking might be practical efforts to solve the problems
presented by changes in the condition of change, by
inventing new approaches and frameworks. Any convenient
socio-economic solution requires an explicit awareness of
unique anticipatory systems associated with the logic of
poverty [1, 5, 6].

1.4. Purpose of this Study

This study targets to investigate what type of future
poverty-related practices and programs that need to be
implemented or emphasised from today, as the world is
transforming towards more relative poverty. The history of
human poverty is studied, including poverty elimination
solutions in religions, like Islam as an example. Then, the
scale and impact of the future type of poverty would be
studied based on the accuracy of the poverty data.

The study emphasises the importance of future foresight
strategies to ensure that poverty would be staying at a
minimal level and will not come in different type. Therefore,
the author questions the feasibility of dollar metric as a
suitable measure for future poverty and then question
whether one could see that the world be poverty-free.

The literature review goes into the new universal
philosophies that influence the possible types of poverty in
the future. The social business concept of professor
Muhammad Yunus is presented as an initiative of changing
the causes of poverty under the current dominating
capital-based economy. A visualisation of poverty future
laboratories are reviewed along with the type of relative
poverty anticipated in the future. The literature review closes
with exploiting the expected deprivations that lead to future
poverty types.

2. Literature Review

2.1. History of Human Poverty

Poverty was attached for much of human history and
throughout all the world. The distant past had a standard of
living that was very low in comparison to modern times, and
this took 1000 years to change. Around 1500 AD, living
standards started to improve in Renaissance Italy. Over the
next couple of centuries, the centre of prosperity moved
to the northwest of Europe. The Enlightenment led to
industrialisation and incomes began to increase quickly.

Global GDP before 1800 was very low. However, by early
1900, prosperity had started to increase, and by the 1950’s it
starts in many places around the world. The world has
changed dramatically since 1988 and is becoming more
equal. For the last few decades, we have better data on global
poverty (from the World Bank). Global extreme poverty
declined from 44% to less than 10% falling faster than ever
[2, 3].

Besides the religions, the significant change in dealing
with the poor started to be more precise with the Elizabethan
Poor Law of 1601. The Elizabethan poor law of 1601
required each parish to select two overseers of the poor. It
was the job of the overseer to set a poor tax for his or her
parish based on need and collect money from landowners.
The Elizabethan poor law, as codified in 1597-98, were
administered through parish overseers, who provided relief
for the aged, the sick, and the infant poor, as well as work for
the non-disabled in workhouses.
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2.2. Poverty Elimination Solutions in Religions- Islam as
an Example

Islam has a shorter term solution for poverty as part of the
welfare share system. Islam emphasises transferring a small
amount of the wealth of the ‘high-income group’ to the
‘low-income group’, through the obligation of the Zakat. The
Zakat target to get rid of the poor people desperation and thus
to reduce income inequality [7].

In order to ensure equality in income distribution, Islam
has set direct and indirect measures to overcome the huge
gap in wealth. Ahmad [7] mentioned how Quran praises
those who can afford to give, only when they generously
donate without hesitation. The promise of the reword of
giving is ten times its value and flourishment of the
livelihood. All Muslims who are not poor must share 2.5%
of their wealth with poor people. This obligation should help
to mitigate the harmful effects of income inequality [8].

Zakat is not only an obligation from the rich to the poor,
but also considered as an activity that enhances the
legitimacy of wealth. Another type of obligation is the
Wagef, where Muslims who can afford to grant some their
amount of property or assets to the benefit of the poor or
those in need for such asset. It is like sharing economy.
These deeds should not be done as if it is a mercy to the poor,
but is the right of poor people on rich people [8].

2.3. Scale and Impact of Future Type of Poverty

In order to create balance in protecting the poor from the
social and economic instability and income differences, we
need to prevent the opening of a gap in income inequality.
Without this poverty would be always a good source of
criminal and terrorist activities. Therefore, Huff-Post [9]
mentions that the difference in income can be reduced by a
certain amount of corrections in society’s differences in
economic income every year.

In order to understand the type of poverty in the future
besides its scale and impact, we need to appreciate first the
human wisdom and energy that each person carries within
the self, regardless of his/her income, education and
wellness.

Today, the world is doing fine in relevant to eliminating
extreme poverty if we take from economic income, i.e. living
above the US $1.5, per capita per day. The OECD and
the World Bank reports confirm that now there are more than
64 countries who achieved above the first sustainable
development goal SDG1 (no poverty) target, 12 countries
have met the SDGI target, seven countries are just below this
target, and just more than 28 countries have gotten worse
poverty than before the SDG1.

Despite this success, we still need to understand the future
types of poverty and what are the structures and the practices
that would ensure it will not come in more severe form. i.e. to
move measurement of average income and go more specific
about what is happening to specific people, regions and
communities [10, 11].

Therefore, codification and classification of poverty in the
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future should go into the details of demographics, i.e. one
could expect poverty more in the ageing group those living
above 70 years or more, where their constrained choices of
life would enhance their feeling of living in poverty. Also,
the poverty scale in the future could be related to the degree
of freedom, rights, intellectual property and equality.

Future type of poverty would be expected to come
from the rapid increase of urbanisation and globalisation.
For example, Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs), like
obesity, diabetes, blood pressure, cancer and cardiovascular
are rapidly increasing in many developed and emerging
economy countries and are bringing in new causes and
types of poverty in relevant to wellness and quality of life,
besides low productivity [11]. All these types of challenges
are creating new risks for different types of future poverty
that we need to mitigate.

2.4. Development of Global Multidimensional Poverty
Index

The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) was
developed in 2010 by the UNDP and in collaboration with
Oxford University. MPI uses different factors to determine
poverty beyond income-based lists which is gradually
replacing the previous known Human Poverty Index. (MPI)
is an international measure of acute poverty covering
over 100 developing countries and complements the
income-based poverty measures by capturing the severe
deprivations that each person faces. For example, the poverty
deprivation might come from issues as lack or difficult to
access at the same time with respect to education, health and
living standards.

MPI assesses poverty with ten weighted indicators which
helps to identify the poor and the extent of intensity in their
poverty from ten factors in relevance to health, education and
living standards. These ten indicators are child mortality,
nutrition, years of schooling, school attendance, cooking fuel,
sanitation, drinking water, electricity and housing. Even
though these indicators considered to be advancement in the
measurement of poverty, not all them might suite the future
types of poverty. However, it is expected that some of these
indicators would be used for the next 50 years to describe the
characteristics of household and community.

2.5. Pro-Poor Growth Models

Pro-poor growth model (PPGM) emphasizes inequality
reduction that occurs with poverty reduction during
economic growth and takes into account both reduction in
poverty as well as improvement in inequality. The
implication is that while growth reduces poverty, it also
improves relative inequality [12, 13].

Kakwani et al [12] seen that even though negative growth
lead to increase of poverty, there may be situations where
they lead to poverty reduction; if the effect of inequality
reduction on poverty outweighs the adverse impact of
negative growth on poverty. This negative growth scenario
may be termed as ‘strongly pro-poor’. This might an



109 Mohamed Buheji:

Shaping Future Type of Poverty - The Foresight of Future Socio-economic

Problems & Solutions - Taking Poverty as a Context- Beyond 2030

interesting concept that can be investigated in the future.
The monotonicity axiom is another pro-poor measure that

the magnitude of poverty reduction should be in rhythm with

the increasing function of the pro-poor growth rate [14, 15].

2.6. Capitalising on the Accuracy of Poverty Big Data

One of the challenges of today and the future is the
accuracy of relative poverty data. The OECD, World Bank
and IMF have now big data for more than 134 countries. This
data is claimed to be collected at least once every two years,
but the focus was more on absolute poverty. The accuracy of
these big data depends on the parameters it is defined to
measure. However, the data is not enough to create clear
visibility as the frequency is becoming slower than the
frequency and depth of the effective decision making
information needed.

The future poverty data accuracy is measured based on
non-capital economy based measurements, i.e. shifting
from a measurement of depending on US $§ 1.5 / a day
measurement to measurement of the ethnicity, the household
composition and the specific region of the country where a
type of poverty accumulates. This helps us to be more ready
to understand future poverty in different ways. This makes us
more realise what might be the different future sources that
would trap people into deprivation.

2.7. Importance of Future Foresight Strategies

Unless we design and implement a realistic new strategy
for disaster prevention, poverty problems might grow worse
so rapidly and may reach a tipping point that would lead to
an irreversible reduction in the quality of life of the majority
of people in the world [5].

Hence, we need to anticipate and plan for the full spectrum
of what type of poverty we would face in the future, so that
we can build the capacity of the community for better
monitoring and mitigation of poverty risks [16].

The World Bank which was established in 1944 with a
focused goal on how the whole world generates more income,
without putting enough foresight strategies for the negative
influence of this policy. Even though people living in
extreme poverty reduced from 1.9 billion to 1.4 billion, this
was based on the World Bank’s definition, i.e. those living
on less than a daily consumption of US$1.25. However, the
roles of the poverty game are also changing, with more
extremists, nationalists, coming up and more human-made
and natural disasters are occurring with repeated trends.

Lately, the World Bank predicted that climate change
would drag more than 100 million into extreme poverty
by 2030. This means sudden environmental disasters,
unbearable temperatures and rising water levels might drive
millions of people of their homes. Hence, we might have
another type of causes of poverty called ‘climate refugees’.
Other studies confirm that poverty would increase if the IMF
and World Bank continue to emphasise their measure on
GDP growth, regardless of the majority ‘standards of living’
[13,15].

The Choudevsky work [17] showed how the dollar metric
is misleading. Displaced refugees, out of work youth,
non-quality of life standards are all non-dollar metrics, yet
they are highly influencing on future poverty. We need to
visualise what structures of poverty we need to overcome in
the future. This means we need to Imagine how poor people
in the future, living in the compound of the less fortunate.
Then we need to imagine what multi-deprivation they would
need to overcome in order to meet the new life demands.
This visualised future multi-deprivation need to be tackled
from now as it is seen and observed from those who may
come out of extreme poverty but still suffer from these
deprivations.

2.8. Understanding Sources of Future Poverty

Poverty occurs when we fail to address the needs of:
people, community and environmental conditions. Poverty
happens when we have instability in our set of habitats,
livelihoods and social constructs or when experience
unprepared recurring events as earthquakes or wars.
Therefore, we expect future poverty to occur when we have
an intersection between these three sources: people,
community and the non-readiness of the recurring events.

Other sources of future poverty are linked to ignorance,
apathy, disciplinary boundaries and unwise decisions. I.e. we
would rarely see poverty due to chronic hunger and primary
health care needs. We would see more of human poverty
where the risk of migration is very high due to conflicts or
terrorism. There might be an increase in morbidity and
mortality, or homelessness due to economic losses from
sudden and recurring hazards.

Due to the World Bank role in addressing the current
sources of poverty, elimination of extreme poverty is
possible more than ever and ensuring the welfare share by
2030 is more realistic. On the contrary, extreme poverty has
decreased from 1.90 billion to 720 million. Despite these
pleasing developments, the number of extremely poor people
in the world is still high and concentrated in specific regions
such as the south of the African continent and South Asia
[18].

The solution suggested for the elimination of extreme
poverty ensures income per capita to increase a bit more.
According to the assumption, poverty will decrease, as
income per capita increases, and will eventually disappear.

If rich countries started to believe that getting people out
of poverty, starting with their community, is not a moral
agenda only, but rather an agenda that would ensure
sustainable development for the concerned parties. This
model can be seen clearly in countries where they wisely
accepted refugees in the last years. Countries that as
Germany and Turkey, accepted millions of refugees, yet
their GDP has grown much more than in other previous
years.

2.9. Poverty New Universal Philosophies

As GDP and income per capita increases, those with
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high-income levels get the most significant share from this
development. Apparently, people whose daily income is not
even a dollar have to wait for the further increase in incomes
of those with high income to be able to keep alive. This
brings in new philosophy about the possibilities of future
poverty.

Equal distribution of income between households should
be the main measure for non-poverty. As poverty becomes
widespread, this creates a negative situation for all society.
The status of the poorest 10% constitutes the portion of the
poverty problem that should be resolved first and most
quickly.

The future poverty is foresighted based on people will not
be independent of the society they are living in. The society
needs a series of corrections in favour of the future poor
people, at specific intervals, if the free market economy is to
stay. The fact that a poor person dies out of hunger would be
in the future the responsibility of the globe, because future
communities would be even closer, in communication at
least, to each other [5].

2.10. Social Business & Changing the Game of Future
Poverty

Professor Muhammad Yunus [19] specified that old ways
of addressing inequality through charitable efforts and
government programs, cannot eradicate truly the poverty
problem in the future. Yunus saw that we could solve future
poverty only through actions that break away from
traditional capitalist mindset.

The reflection of Yunus focused on how poverty as a
socio-economic problem needs in the future to focus on
eliminating the causes of poverty that start with greater
wealth concentration in the hands of the few. The blame
should go to something beyond interpreting human nature
from an only capitalist economy perspective. Poverty
solutions of the future, as per Yunus, should start by
changing the assumptions of having them as labour working
for others to have the poor as entrepreneurs, supporting each
other. This shift on the thinking framework that Yunus [19]
proposed, build new economic thinking and help in
addressing the poverty of the future [5,6].

The adverse experiences that the world gone through
hundreds of years should help us foresight the type of future
poverty more clearly. Future poverty for most would not be
created by the poor, but created by the systems, and hence it
would be very logical to expect it to stay but with different
shape and types [4].

2.11. Poverty Future Laboratories

The setup of the poverty labs is helping the world to know
many things about poverty like what projects that need to
be tackled, partnerships needed in the field before even
suggesting generic policies that address the SDG1 main goal.
However, all these labs do not address the future, it but
instead focus on measuring ways to eradicate current types

of poverty [10].

In order to build a road map for getting the future poor out
of poverty, we need to assess their type of knowledge of what
they know and what they need to know, besides their social
condition. This requires action-learning research that brings
in inter-disciplinary methodologies and solutions. Besides
this, we need to understand how we ‘use-the-future’, in order
to set up suitable Future Poverty labs, called here for short
FPL [10].

FPL targets to anticipate, discover and analyse the
attributes of future poverty. FPL imagines and foresight the
future poverty causes, practices and types and then start
anticipatory activities that create basic models that make
managing the future poverty more feasible and achievable.
FPL in short, tries to answer “what is the future and how do
we use it for the benefit of less poverty?” [16].

Narayan et al. [20] and their team carried a type of FPL
where they gathered views, experiences, and aspirations of
more than 60,000 poor men and women from 60 countries.
The work was undertaken for the World Development
Report (2000-2001) on the theme of poverty and
development. The work was titled ‘Crying Out for Change’
brings together the voices of over 20,000 poor from a survey
conducted in 1999 in 23 countries. The other work, titled
‘Can Anyone Hear Us?’ also brings together with the voices
of over 40,000 poor people from 50 countries from studies
conducted in the 1990s [20].

The Voices of the Poor project is different from all other
large-scale poverty studies and helps to visualise what type
of poverty, or poverty elimination related projects and
practices we need to focus on. Using participatory and
qualitative research methods, the study presents how do poor
today and in the future view poverty and wellbeing? [20].

2.12. Relative Poverty in the Future

In the past, there has been much debate on absolute and
overall poverty, but now the focus is shifting to ‘relative
poverty’, as poverty is highly influenced by the place and
time we live in. Therefore, we need to foresight what is the
relative poverty in 20 years from now, so that we visualise
what we need to participate in the society in which we will
live in the future. The foresight of relative poverty, help to
set in mind the minimum standard of living to which
everyone should be entitled to have to be above poverty in 30
years from now [16].

In order to visualise future possible relative poverty
measures, we need to appreciate the other poverty measures
used today. Besides, absolute and relative poverty there are
other techniques followed by different governments or
international organisations to estimate poverty. For example,
the UK government measure poverty line for those below
60% of median income. Another alternative approach to
defining poverty is to look at the level of deprivation and
what is the standards of living. Peter Townsend [21], argues
that deprivation should not be seen only in terms of material
deprivation but also in the social exclusion from ‘the
ordinary patterns, customs and activities’ of society. This
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applies of course to future deprivation too.

Part of relative poverty set by Townsend [21] is the lack of
resources that influence choices of lifestyle. Then we can
reflect that future poverty threshold can be identified by the
lack of necessities set by future standards and where the poor
cannot afford it, i.e. not by choice. Therefore, one could
expect that future poverty comes from multiple deprivations
in relevance to future standards.

The 1983 [22] Breadline Britain Survey and the 1999 [23]
Poverty and Social Exclusion (PSE) Survey developed the
understanding of the influence of ‘social exclusion on the
poor’. The PSE covered the social relations, the labour
market and service exclusion. The ‘consensual’ method,
helped to develop the understanding of social exclusion and
formed the basis of the current poverty and social exclusion
research. The PSE approach could also be utilised for a more
detailed understanding of the future levels of deprivation.

2.13. Meaning of Deprivation and Poverty in Future

Deprivation is defined as the lack of material benefits,
considered to be necessities, in a society. Hence deprivation
is about living standards which are a direct measure of
poverty throughout history. Measures of deprivation are not
the same as measures of income; they relate to how people
live. Hence, one could say that ‘future deprivation’ could be
defined as the consequences of lacking future income and
other resources, which cumulatively can be seen as living in
relative poverty.

Using Townsend [21] relative deprivation approach, one
could say that future poverty is about lack the resources to
obtain the types of future diet and about the inability to
participate in future activities. Townsend [21] developed
sixty indicators of the population’s ‘style of living’ could
also be still suitable for future poverty. Even though his
survey was carried in the UK in 1968/69, the indicators can
still be used for future poverty: diet, clothing, fuel and
light, home amenities, housing and housing facilities, the
immediate environment of the home, the general conditions
and security of work, family support, recreation, education,
health and social relations.

Narayan et al. [24] seen that changing poor people’s lives
for the better would continue to be inherently complex,
because the lack of one thing never causes poverty. Poverty
be it now or in the future would involve many interrelated
elements, and the analysis reveals that without shifts in
power relations, poor people cannot access or shape the
resources aimed to assist them. Any poverty elimination
strategy as per Narayan work needs consider four critical
elements: (1) start with the poverty realities, (2) invest in the
organisational capacity of the poor, (3) change social norms,
and (4) support development entrepreneurs [4].

Such a study should help to explore the opportunities for
enhancing the development strategies and ensure that it
reaches the poor.

3. Methodology

Based on the literature review, a list of the current sources
of poverty and future poverty-related problems published
under the inspiration economy project were reviewed from
Buheji [6] book on socio-economic problem-solving. Out of
51 poverty-focused projects, only 27 were identified to have
the potential to stay as a source of future poverty, or
symptom for poverty in the future. Each of the 26 types of
projects has micro-projects that reflect the level of
complexity (system based), or complication (individually
based) approaches needed.

The 27 projects then plotted on a matrix to precisely
specify the characteristic of each type of future poverty
project, in relevance to the complexity vs the complication of
the practices that lead problem solutions. The matrix shows
that future poverty problem elimination projects tend to be
complicated and less complex.

4. Case Study

4.1. Poverty Problems from Complexity to Complication

During the international inspiration economy project,
poverty elimination related micro-projects were launched.
Poverty in the future would shift from being a complex
problem to be more of a ‘complicated’” problem.
Complicated problems originate from causes that can be
individually distinguished; can be addressed piece-by-piece;
for each input to the system there is a proportionate output;
the relevant systems can be controlled, and the problems they
present admit permanent solutions. Hence, the complexity of
poverty problem that results from the systems and networks
of multiple interacting causes that cannot be individually
distinguished due to the problem being with the entire
system, is now going to be shifted to be more of complicated
problems types.

Thus, the future poverty solutions would be dependent on
our capacity to work with closed systems, instead what used
to be open systems. This means that the problems need to be
addressed individually.

4.2. Distribution of Future Poverty Problems Projects

Based on the review of the list of future poverty problems
solved as part of the inspiration economy project since 2015,
the following table was set to represent both the type of
projects which seen to be valid in the future and till 2030.
The projects were carried out in the last four years carried out
at different times and different countries like Bosnia,
Slovenia, Bahrain, Morocco and Mauritania.

Only 27 types of poverty projects were identified in Table
(1) and were plotted on a matrix, in Figure (2) based on the
following criterion:

1. The project helps to transform poverty from being
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a complex problem to be more of a complicated
problem that can be addressed solely, i.e. not
dependent on system or other decision making circles
or resources.

2. Each type of project has more than one micro-projects
and practices that lead to poverty elimination in the
short or long run.

3. Each project participants, directly or indirectly, in
preventing poverty from occurring again.

Besides this three main criterion, it is worth to emphasise
that not all of these projects have finished, or managed to
bring precise successful results yet. However, these three
criteria represent the methodology that integrates the poverty

problem solutions projects with future foresight. This
holistic approach claims to eradicate, or prevent all certain
types of poverty, based on the changing lifestyle and latest
world developments [6].

The type of projects listed in Table (1) was plotted in a
matrix, in Figure (2). The figure relates complexity vs
complication types of problem solution. The relevance to
future poverty is visually represented in the ‘top part of the
matrix’ where high complication tends to be the norm. The
upper left side of the quadrant in the matrix represents the
highly classified projects, out of the 27, that is focused on the
future poverty taken the three criteria mentioned in this
section.

Table (1). Summary of Poverty Elimination Projects that are expected to continue to tackle Future Poverty

Type of Project

Poverty Elimination Micro-Projects/Practices

Social Development
6- Easing the process of home care

priorities.

1-Inspiring the capacity of the productive family program to be more self-independent and attractive for more family
members to join as full-time employees/ owners.

2-Improving Quality of Life of Families in isolated communities and tribes (enhance the productivity factors for
women and families working from home), with a target to reduce the impact of poverty through eco-tourism projects.

3-Building stronger family businesses that have higher Return on Capital Employed (ROCE).
4-Enhance the return from Elderly homecare production
S-Enhance the quality of life of the Disabled People and their Production

7- Supporting ‘Working from Home” Program
8- Revaluating the Capability of Social Allowance Value and Entitlement — in relevance to Quality of Life with

9- Enhancing the quality and competitiveness of the product of the Retired & the Disabled
10- Improving the Quality of Micro Start Families with a focus on Women and People Vulnerability.

Psychiatric Services

1-Inspiration of capacity to manage the anxiety among the poor and avoid reaching the level of chronic anxiety
2-Reduce addiction and suicide ratio due to early treatment of main causalities among youth.

Labour Fund

Divert more mentorship on ‘Necessity Entrepreneurship’ and improve the solutions they bring to the community.

Woman Empowerment

1-Closing the gap and accelerating the transformation towards ‘Women Development’ instead of ‘Women
Empowerment’ especially among poverty and middle-class women.

2-Ensure knowledge sharing between Business Women, Women Entrepreneurs and Women of Productive Families

jobs

Programs X . L. . . . . .
& Programs and especially those of the same or relevant business and link it to gamification rating. (i.e. Rating of
Entrepreneurs who contribute and share knowledge)
1-Shifting Unemployment amongst low-income families through building models in specific industries and effective
counselling
Labour Market

2-Raising opportunities for employment through sourcing type for job opportunities, especially in less demanding

Social Insurance . .
entrepreneurship after retirement.

Inspiring the social responsibility plans to ensure that particular type of lower pension jobs is more prepared for

Tender Board

Diverting more tenders to the benefit of local small SMEs and families’ businesses

Housing Services

1-Reduce the gap between citizens’ demands and their quality of life needs
2-Improving the choices and variety of options in non-villa packages (i.e. flats)

3-Reduce the contrary, social inequality and improve social coexistence through post-housing services

Police Services information in poverty areas.

1-Reduction of drugs trafficking through refinement and codification of smuggling through reclassification of

2-Enhance social harmony between neighbours for small issues among the poor neighbourhood

Woman Village NGO

that support such cluster

competitive packaging and distribution.

1-Enhance the Return on Capital Employed for the villagers during the chain of making to delivery and distribution
2-Enhance young girls’ involvement in Woman village activities to ensure the sustenance of knowledge transfer.
3-Enhancing the corps Return on Investment and profit margin.

4-Setting the type of transformation from distribution to start micro-packaging of high-end products.

S-Improving the quality of life of families in the Mountain Villages through eco-tourism and small family businesses

6-Build youth independence program that counters poverty through raising the capacity of the farmers for
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Type of Project

Poverty Elimination Micro-Projects/Practices

7-Build youth trust in the village system as a source of income

Migrants & Migration
Risks Mitigations

1-Program for healing migrants’ psychology and mental healthiness to create from them contributing citizens in the
hosting country.

2-Help establishing special Entrepreneurship Companies (using collaborative & knowledge economy techniques) for
Migrants youth that accelerate their preparedness for inclusion in the new labour market.

3-Create success stories of sharing economy based models of migrants who came back to re-settle and influence their
socio-economy.

4-Enhance migrants’ productive families’ capability integration in the country of the host.

Women Entrepreneurship
NGO

1-Analysing the impact of programs on ‘woman development’, not only ‘women-empower’, and the ‘living
standards’ that comes with the ‘Quality of Life” in the NGO area and scope of delivery.

2-Optimising the inter-disciplinary learning approach.
3-Enhancing the ‘learning by doing’ practices
4-Measure the differentiation of women on the economy.

Poverty Communities
Transformation Program

1-Mitigation of Migration amongst Youth
2-Optimise the Youth Quality Life through Students Pull thinking targeted programs
3-Building a poverty blockage and prevention program

4-Addressing the Gambling (pitting) behaviour amongst youth and building prevention scheme through schools’
model

5-Building Youth Entrepreneurship & Innovation programs
6-Enhancing Youth contribution in voluntary work.

7-Bridging the gap between academic Social Work and Social Studies Schools and the realised community problems.
(Building Life Long Learning Programs that shape the Community)

8-Improving disserted women shelters returns.

9-Improving children without known parents’ programs

10-Enhancing Red-Cross Programs Impact in the positive psychology of the community
11-Improving Pre-School influence programs on Children of Homeless and Beggars’ families.

High Skills Craft Men &
Women Working in Urban
Factories

1- Transform the Factory-model from ‘Production from the Factory’ to ‘Production to the Factory’ by the productive
families and women cells producing in their villages to maintain family unity.

2Re-Distribute the hand-craft Machines, hence the machines should be designed ‘from being Factory-focused’ to
being ‘Villages & Productive Families-focused’.

3- Re-establish Organic Handmade Carpet Marketing Program

Ministry of Labour

1Re-Engineering Counselling Services to start from High School and be Flexible towards Job Creators than just Job
Seekers with particular focus on below middle-class families’ students.

3-Help start-up companies that collect below middle-class graduate of unique, yet unemployed jobs, that as Nursing,
Social Workers, Hospitality Services.

4-Nationalising Jobs that represent the country heritage and support tourism with below middle-class families related
to these jobs.

5-Exploring the possibility of creating Human Capital Bank that would transform 30% of the Job Secker towards job
creation; over a planned career path.

6-Closing the Gender Gap in Unemployment, by re-inventing new productivity jobs for below middle-class
graduating women precisely.

Fisheries

1-Improve return on Investment (ROI) in fisheries and the resilience in the marines’ food industry
2-Bring in the local market of traditional fishermen to sustain on the job with their families.
3-Establish National Fishermen Market.

4-Establish more by-products of fishing (i.e. shows, accessories, etc.).

Agriculture and Farming

1-Redesign Bahraini farmers’ production by establishing what is called "National Farmers’ Day".

2-Improve the distribution chain of local salad by attracting consumers to purchase local vegetables and fruits, and
arranging deals between hospitality suppliers and local farmers.

3-Improve the level of Gardening Competitions

Improve the return of
Endowments and trusts

Re-evaluating the current assets returns of Endowments and how they are professionally managed to support the
people in poverty (directly or indirectly).

Establishing ‘Sharing Economy’ innovative practices and solutions to open more ‘Returns on Capital Employed’.
Giving an innovative solution for solving problems on disputed family lands

Innovating on a type of endowments or trust funds to manage the technical and quality of life developments and
diversify the resources in supporting the poverty community.

Bringing Low Privileged
Community Children to
Formal-Education by

1-Integrating youth with both formal sport and traditional games
2-Evaluate possibility for the continuation of formal and informal education.
3-Use peer to peer education.
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Type of Project

Poverty Elimination Micro-Projects/Practices

focusing on Sports

‘Education on Wheels’ &
‘Education at Door Steps’
Projects

1-Target to deliver education to rural and isolated communities.
2-Formal and Informal Education for children in slums areas.

Improve the Quality of Life

1-Improve Quality of Life of ‘“Waste Pickers’ Families through differentiating their productivity from Municipalities
coming to Waste Management
2-Segregating waste bins implantation in universities, schools & hotels, residential societies

of ‘Waste Pickers’ 3-Processing of the collected waste into high-end products (i.e. Metals, glass, papers, and organic wastes) processed
to high-end products.
4-Improve the Nursery project and ensure the proper distribution channel of Nursery plants
1- Collection of small and large projects that target to create a comprehensive eco-tourism village.

Village Society — 2-All projects related to working from home and provision of raw materials to making gift products, fashion design

Productive Families &
Eco-Tourism Program

are inter-related, and this gives more importance to the project.
3-Target is to gradually make the village reach tourist spot with different hospitality activities especially during
holidays and specific seasons

Green-house project
in eco-tourism villages

1-The project involves many people from the village and youth to produce semi high-end products relevant to what
the greenhouse produce.

2-Branding, Packaging, Labelling and Marketing of the semi high- end products of the eco-village.

3-Reduce Migration of Youth with more employment opportunities for the villagers’ families.

Clean Water management
project for villages

1-Addressing the influence of clean water on life development and as per the demographics of the village
2- Install long life water purifiers in the village and ask for labour work donation for maintaining the condition of the
purifier.

Students Socio-psychology
Awareness and counselling
programs

1-Sponsoring project on counselling the students’ social workers and councillors

2-Simplify tools for measuring poor students’ safety or positive psychology, or stress release, or life challenges
against continuity in education, even during child labour conditions

3- Awareness campaign for schools and universities, rights for the poor students and reduction school bullying,
harassment of the poor.

4-Tackle issues of poor students’ depression and see its influence on society.

Improve the return of
University Courses to the
Socio-Economy

1- Establish a model for Blanket as part of ‘Fashion Design Course; in collaboration between the University and the
underprivileged women

Anemia Prevention
Program

1-Screening girls in villages for Anemia and link to socio-economic situation and productivity
2-Set preventive measures for future cases in the community with proper family planning. 3-Reduce the impact of
individuals deficiency by addressing the proper diet plans, etc.

High
Complication

More Generic
Group Solutions

Village Society — Productive
Families & Eco-Tourism Program

Poverty Communities

. Transformation . Fisheries

Woman . Migrants & Migration
Village NGO Risks Mitigations
@ Green-house project Improve Refarn of
Labour Fund Endowment§and Trusts

in eco-tourism villages

. Improve University
Socio-Economic Input

High Skills Craft Men & Women Tender Board . S

Low Working in Urban Factories Esyc}liatric High
3 Vs | DEIVICES C l .
Complexity @ Woman @ Labour omplexity
Students Socio- . Empowerment . Housing Market
psychology AWareness  yomap ® Services @ Agriculture and Farfning
and counselling programs g . epreneurship . rorerd]
NGO Development
; Bringing Low Brivileged
. Anemia Police G } 8
Prevention @ Ministry of © Services  Community Ctildrento
@ Clean Water Management Labour Formal-Educagion
‘L More Stratified Individual Solutions
Lo
Complication

Figure (2). Matrix of Complexity vs Complication of Poverty-related Projects
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5. Discussion and Conclusions

5.1. Future Poverty Starts with Bringing Those Behind

If you study the majority of those who are not catching
with the SGD1 goal, you’ll find them to described with one
or more of the following: ethnic minority who have been
marginalised by the ruling party, or tend to be more women,
or most probably be living in rural areas, or living in the
slums of the large cities. These codified groups need
specifically targeted projects that are carried out efficiently
with stratified microscale models [11].

Thus in order to bring those behind we need more today
‘smart aid’ than just ‘good aid’. i.e. we need aid that helps to
create stratified model solutions for the specific type of
complicated future poverty than just an aid that targets to
deal with complex poverty. This proposed framework of
‘smart aid’ not only it would address the chronic types of
those still left behind in extreme poverty, but it would also be
an excellent remedy for unpreventable wars or security crisis
that occurs now and then in different places around the world
[51.

‘Smart aid’ allows transformation change in a specific
sector, or area, or a group that is lagging. Hence, based on the
composition of the expected future poverty we could design
the type of intervention input. Hence, ‘smart aid’ would
focus on ‘bottom-up’ empowerment approach rather than
‘top-down’ centralised approach. ‘Smart aid’ would deal
with future poverty as an outcome, not as a status, i.e. a
‘smart aid’ would focus on eliminating women inequality
that is leading to future poverty and future poverty-related
issues as infants’ mortality.

5.2. Changing the Future Poor Mindset

Poverty today is addressed from a particular mindset with
particular social norms. The power of social norms mindset,
like the way there are still what is called the untouchables in
countries as India, need to be continually challenged and
eliminated to avoid such poverty sources continue in the
future in different means.

Another mindset that needs to be challenged and changed
is the belief that certain people are lazy and need to be
supervised and pampered. The assumption that poor people

Specific Poverty Challenge

would stay not being capable of making wise spending
decisions is another mindset that needs to change. Changing
the mindset in relevance to the poor today and the future is
not simple, but it can be done.

5.3. Future Poverty Action Research

Future poverty action research is about exploring the
progressive problem of poverty and its possible solutions.
This progressive exploration can follow either participatory
or practical research styles.

With action research, we can improve the future
poverty-related strategies, practices and the knowledge of
the environments that lead to such poverty in the future. In
this research environment, designers and stakeholders, along
with researchers working with each other to propose a new
course of action to help their community improve their work
practices.

Future poverty drove action research could follow an
interactive inquiry process that balances between poverty
problem-solving actions implemented in a collaborative
context with data-driven collaborative analysis to understand
the underlying causes of poverty and enables future
predictions [6, 24].

With action research balance between the researcher's
agenda and the poor needs are addressed during the
establishment and testing of the model solution. The research
would be motivated by the goal attainment and the societal
transformation that target to challenge the traditional social
variables.

In future poverty action, research knowledge about the
poor would continue to be collected through observations, as
shown in Figure (3). These observations are then used to
build the poverty elimination model. Then evidence on the
proposed model solution would be collected and reflected on
the next model. The research validity targeted would try to
answer ‘how to develop genuinely well-informed actions’
that brings solutions to future poverty. We need thus to
continue measuring ‘relative poverty’, which means not
necessarily measure those living in low or middle-income
countries, but also those living with the same proportion in
the high-income countries.

‘ Obser{;éﬂ}—vjl Analysed & Plan for Action

!--—J Take Action to build the

| Poverty Elimination or

‘ Reflect %* I Collect Evidence on Model r | Prevention Model

4

Continue the Same Process for
Another Poverty Challenge

-

Figure (3). Poverty Elimination Future Action Research
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5.4. Changing the Poor Social Norms

When we view the world from the perspectives of the poor
people, five findings stand out. First, poor people definitions
of poverty include economic well-being, vulnerability,

powerlessness, the shame of dependency and social isolation.

Degree of dependency or autonomy emerges in many
countries as a classification criterion of poverty. Poor people
do not talk much about income but focus on the range of
assets they use in coping and in overcoming shocks.

While poverty measures to today focus primarily on the
consumption and the expenditures; education and healthcare
would become the most important dimensions of poverty.
Being poor would mean that there is still a concern about
insecure livelihoods and vulnerability [25].

Most of the poor who are not involved in agriculture
find their livelihoods in the informal sector. Yet, most
government and international attention are focused on formal
employment opportunities. Poor people at the lower end of
the informal sector lack any protection.

In order to come up with future poverty solutions, we need
to understand what are the shared desirable behaviour of
poor, i.e. the poor social norms. These norms can come
from visualising the possible poor people interactions with
landlords, traders, moneylenders and government officials. It
might be understanding also specific norms as what women
might encounter within the household.

5.5. Foresight of Future Poverty Problems

Sustainable development goals (SDGs) managed to bring
to the world high interest in statistics and projects focused on
dealing with extreme poverty as a socio-economic problem.
Extreme poverty was collectively tackled from the stage
when it was a problem in above 50% of the world population
in the early 1980s and continued till today where it reached
to having on below 15% in 2018 can be categorised to be in
extreme poverty. The current trend of poverty elimination
efforts shows that the world would continue to build equity
in all sectors in the communities. This means that more
international partnerships would be done to eliminate
poverty through the integration of science and public policy.

Future foresight action plan and action research can take
place from by specifying the types of future poverty projects,
and based on the criterion that the project helps to transform
poverty from being ‘complex problem’ to ‘complicated
problem’; where each micro-projects and its related practices
would lead to poverty elimination or prevent its occurrence
again.

In order to understand poverty in the future, we need to
understand what the facts of poverty are? Based on these
facts we need to study the possible positive or negative
outcomes of poverty elimination and what window of
opportunities need to be used. This means we need to find the
right partners while gathering and analysing the facts,
besides finding more selflessness driven problem solvers [6].

Riel Miller [16] seen that people use the future to search
for better ways to achieve sustainability, inclusiveness,
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prosperity, well-being and peace. This is exactly why we call
for the foresight of future poverty. The way the future is
understood and used is changing in almost all domains, from
social science to daily life. The foresight of the type of future
poverty can be visualised and anticipated today. The form
the future takes in the present is anticipation.

In order to effectively foresight future poverty, we need to
confront the concepts trapped in our mindset about today’s
type of poverty. This means we need to overturn the old
frames and create new types of poverty frames. In such
circumstances, we need to understand and overcome the
poverty problems of today.

Although this research puts a new sport light on an area
that is rarely studied, the only limitations for such research
are it depends on the macro-projects of the poverty
elimination efforts carried by the inspiration economy
project teams. Further research in this line is highly
recommended to address the future poverty in relevance to
the micro-projects being carried out.
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